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Part-Time and Garden Farming 
in Iowa
BY RAY E. WAKELEY
THE NATURE OF PART-TIME FARMING1
Part-time farming has arrived in Iowa to stay. Present 
indications are that increases in the number of part-time 
farms during the depression will be maintained and future 
increases may be expected. Part-time farming is becoming 
a big business in Iowa and this combination of rural living, 
farming and industrial employment may influence appre­
ciably the future development of the state.
The part-time farmer, strategically located between 
country and city, has important common interests with both 
groups. He is identified with neither, however, and least of 
all with the country. Thus problems arise which both farm­
er and city dweller must consider if part-time farming is 
to find its proper place and development.
iproject No. 459 of the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station.
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What is part-time farming? When, in 1930, part-time 
farmers were included in the census for the first time, they 
were defined as farmers who operated 3 or more acres of 
land or produced farm products worth $250 but less than 
$750, and who worked at some gainful - employment else­
where for 150 or more days during the year.2
In Iowa the 5,588 part-time farm operators, on 2.6 per­
cent of the state’s farms, meeting these conditions do not 
represent the situation adequately. First, part-time commer­
cial farmers producing farm products valued at more than 
$750 are excluded. Second, agricultural producers, mostly 
garden farmers, who operate less than 3 acres of land and 
produce less than $250 worth of agricultural products are 
excluded. This requirement alone would exclude nearly 
half of the families in this survey. Third, it excludes those 
part-time operators who work less than 150 days elsewhere 
during the year, which excludes two-thirds of the families 
in this study. The census definition, then, does not include 
the entire group which must number approximately 20,000 
families, nearly 100,000 people, in Iowa.
Every town and city in Iowa has, at its outskirts, a num­
ber of families who live on small acreages. Most of these 
families are suburban dwellers although some live in the 
open country and approximately one-tenth live within the 
incorporated limits of the city. These part-time farmers 
grow agricultural products primarily for their own use. Few 
specialize in producing for market. Many produce occasion­
al surpluses of farm products to supplement their cash in­
come, most of which, however, comes from other sources, 
largely wages. In this study all families were included if 
they produced agricultural products for use or sale and if 
they had some employment other than farming as a usual 
source of cash income.
Four distinct classes of operators make up the part-time 
farmers included in this survey. First, the part-time gen­
eral farmer who ordinarily farms 10 or more acres, has a
2DePartment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth C e n su s nf the United States. Agriculture Volume III. census of
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team of horses as well as other livestock’''and produces farm 
crops, mostly for feed but occasionally for sale. Second, the 
garden farmer who grows garden products and small fruits 
primarily for the use of his immediate family. Third, the 
specialist who prefers one enterprise and produces his spe­
cialty primarily for market. Marketing is a specialty with 
some of this group who purchase farm products for resale. 
Fourth, the person who wishes to live in the country and 
is not especially concerned about agricultural production. 
Many of these persons have less than a single,acre of land. 
The first two classes make up a large majority of the part- 
time farmers included in this study. The garden farmers 
were most numerous.8
The central problem of this study is to discover the ex­
tent and the characteristics of part-time and garden farm­
ing around the cities where it is most commonly practiced 
and to discover facts which may serve to guide its develop­
ment. Information was obtained from nearly 1000 part-time 
operators who ordinarily get part, but not all, of their 
income from farming.4 These operators were located in 28 
townships around 10 cities in 10 different counties, (table 1 
and figlO) Information was secured from 10 or more part- 
time farmers in each of 16 townships, the enumeration being 
quite complete except around Ames and Fort Dodge. The 
city centers vary in size from Oelwein and Centerville with 
8,000 population each to Cedar Rapids with 56,000.
Part-time farming areas do not make a regular pat­
tern around a city. Part-time farmers tend to . locate on 
improved highways and near to places of employment if 
suitable land can be secured and elementary schools are
SP. H. Elwood, director-consultant to the Iowa State Planning Board, 
suggests that these smaller places be called garden homes. The name conveys, 
in the two words, the ideas for better living which are the basis for the part- 
time farrhing movement.
4This study was initiated as CWA project F-72 by the Division of Sub­
sistence Homesteads, Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C. The 
field work in Io-^ va was done under the direction of Merritt Greene, Marshall­
town, Iowa. A reasonably complete enumeration was made around seven 
cities in eastern and central iowa in 1933-34. These data were summarized 
for the Iowa State Planning Board under the direction of the author by 
Macklin E. John who also made supplemental surveys around three other 
cities in 1934. Acknowledgement is hereby made to the Division of Sub­
sistence Homesteads for initiating the study and to the Iowa State Planning 
Board for continuing the survey and tabulating the results.
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Fig. lb. Areas included in the CWA survey are near cities in the eastern 
part of the state. Areas near three other cities were included by the State 
Planning Board.
available. While promotion by realtors and lack of suitable 
low-rent houses in some cities influenced settlement by part- 
time farmers, the availability of land at an attractive price 
and good roads seem to be the two most important factors 
generally.
Part-time farming analysis may be divided quite natur­
ally into four parts; population, home and community liv­
ing, occupation and income from employment and agricul­
tural production and income. These parts will be considered 
in the order mentioned.
PART-TIME FARM POPULATION
Most part-time farmers come from the city and continue 
to work in city occupations, but the population shows char­
acteristics which are rural. The part-time farm population 
included in this survey is composed of 4,114 persons, of 
whom 2,128 are male and 1,993 are female. The average size 
of a household is 4.3 persons and the sex ratio is 107 males 
to each 100 females. Part-time farm households seldom have
6
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boarders or roomers or contain persons not related to the 
head of the family.
Nationality Background
Two-thirds of the part-time farmers in this survey are 
of American parentage, while the nationality background of 
the other one-third is evenly divided among the nations of
TABLE 1. AREAS SURVEYED, POPULATION OF NEARBY CITIES AND 
THE NUMBER OF SCHEDULES INCLUDED IN THE 
PART-TIME FARMING SURVEY.
County and Township
Appanoose County 
Bellair 
Walnut
Black Hawk County 
Waterloo 
Cedar Falls 
Other townships
Des Moines County 
City of Burlingtont 
Other townships
Dubuque County 
City of Dubuquet 
Other townships
Mahaska County 
Lincoln 
Garfield 
Oskaloosa 
Other townships
Wapello County 
Center
Other townships
Linn County 
Cedar 
College 
Burtram 
Marion 
Rapids
Other townships
Story County 
Washington
Webster County 
Cooper
Other township
Fayette County 
Jefferson
Total
Number of 
schedules 
included
City Center*
8320
63
120
82
371
58
47
11
68
52
16
65
23 
15
17 
8
150
144
6
285
55
71
18
24 
107
10
17
17
68
671
45
45
959
Name
Centerville
Waterloo
Burlington
Dubuque
Oskaloosa
Ottumwa
Cedar Rapids
Ames
Fort Dodge 
Oelwein
Population
8,147
46,191
26,755
41,679
10,123
28,075
56,097
10,261
21,895
7,794
^Department of Commerce, Fifteenth Census of the United States, Popu­
lation, Vol. Ill, 781-784, 1932.
■(■Located within the city limits.
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Fig. 2. Heads of nearly all 
part-time farm families are native 
born but more than one-fourth of 
them have language differences or 
other characteristics which cause 
local people to class them as foreign.
northwestern, e a s t e r n  and 
southern Europe, (fig. 2.) Few 
are foreign born, although 
they show evident foreign 
background. Only two were 
Negroes, (table 2) Nine in ten 
of these foreign families are 
located around Cedar Rapids, 
Linn county.5 Germans, Jugo­
slavs, Austrians and Italians 
are most numerous. Jugoslavs 
predominate around Cedar 
Rapids, while more Austrians 
and Italians are located around 
Centerville.
Age Distribution
The most striking characteristics of the surveyed part- 
time farm population are the large number of persons be-
TABLE 2. NATIONALITY BACKGROUND OF THE HEADS 
OF FAMILIES*.
County
Recognized locality of origin
Total
North­
western 
__ Europe
Central
Europe
Southern
Europe
1 United States 
and other
Wapello 150 8 4 2 136
Des Moines 58 1 7 0 50
Black Hawk 120 3 1 0 116
Dubuque 68 0 1 1 66
Mahaska 65 1 0 1 63
Appanoose 83 2 18 15 48
Linn 285 82 57 63 83
Total 829 97 88 82 562
Percentage J 100.0 11.7 10.6 9.9 67.8
Voi.* n aSSÌfìCatÌOn adapted from Fifteenth Census of United States Population,
tableCl.ynHerelfteYhthe Ï Ï ^ w ü l*  taf d^sTgnate^ta u s i I f “ ?î.ed 3re f iven in
8
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tween 35 and 55 years of age and the very small number of 
children under 5 years. Children and young people from 5 
to 19 years of age are quite numerous. Between 19 and 35 
years of age the number is reduced sharply while the large 
proportion between 35 and 55 is followed by a small per­
centage of persons in the old age groups, (fig. 3 and table .3.)
The part-time farm around larger towns and cities is 
not chosen by retiring old people. The small number of per­
sons between 20 and 35 years of age is due in part to the 
migration of young people from these families to find jobs 
elsewhere or to establish homes of their own and to the
fact that few young people start married life on a part-time
Fig. 3. Part-time iarm population differs 
from the population of the counties in which 
the surveyed areas are located; among part- 
time farmers there are more children under 
21 years of age, fewer persons between 35 and 
55 years and fewer persons 55 or more years 
of age. Sexes are quite evenly distributed 
with slightly fewer females between 15 and 25 
years of age, more females from 30 to 35 and 
more males than females over 45 years of age.
ed with the total farm population
or garden farm. The 
exceptionally small 
number of children 
under 5 years is ex­
plained in part by the 
presence of few mar­
ried couples under 30 
years of age and by 
the fact that so many 
of the heads of fami­
lies are past 45 years 
of age and so have 
few young children.
In general the 
age of the population 
. in each of the 10 
areas follows the pat­
tern set by the whole. 
None of the areas has 
a “normal popula­
tion” from the stand­
point of the age of 
th e  part-time farm 
population. W h e n  
the part-time farm 
population is compar- 
of the counties studied
9
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TABLE 3. AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF THE PART-TIME FARM 
POPULATION AND THE TOTAL POPULATION OF THE 
COUNTIES SURVEYED.
Part-time farming population
Age Male Female Male Female
Number Percent- Number Percent- Number Percent- NumberPercent"age age age age
0-4 143 3.47 159 3.86 19274 4.3 18728 4.2
5-8 228 5.53 210 5.10 21531 4.9 20667 4.7
10-14 268 6.50 232 5.63 20263 4.6 19979 4.5
15-19 231 5.61 189 4.59 19263 4.4 19861 4.5
20-24 157 3.81 147 3.57 17257 3.9 18942 4.3
25-29 131 3.18 138 3.35 15787 3.6 17272 3.9
30-34 112 2.72 157 3.81 15581 3.5 16322 3.7
35-44 313 7.60 314 7.62 30547 6.9 30788 7.0
45-54 275 6.67 238 5.78 25599 5.8 24916 5.6
55-64 172 4.17 133 3.23 18582 4.2 17954 4.1
65-74 76 1.84 57 1.38 11744 2.6 11501 2.6
75 & over 22 .53 19 .46 4861 1.1 5262 1.2
Unknown 115 .02 92 .02
County population
and with the population of the city centers around 
which the part-time farmers are located the similarity 
between the part-time farm and the rural farm popula­
tion is inescapable, (fig. 4.) In Wapello C o u n t y  the 
part-time farm group has the large proportion of young 
people and the small proportion of people over 65 years of 
age which are typical in active, growing farm populations.
Operators of part-time farms are practically the same 
age as the operators of other farms in Iowa, (table 4.) This 
again emphasizes the similarity between the part-time farm 
and the total farm population. While most of the part-time 
operators come from the city, it seems probable that the 
operation of a farm is undertaken at about the same time in 
life, whether on a part-time or on a commercial basis.
Family and Marriage
Part-time farm families are larger than the average for 
the state, (table 5.) In this characteristic they are again 
more closely associated with the farm population of the
10
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Fig. 4. Age of part-time population is very similar to the age of the farm 
population in the counties studied. This similarity in age does not hold true 
for the cities near which the part-time farmers live. These facts are all the 
more striking since most of these part-time farm families come from a near­
by city.
state than with the city from which most of the part-time 
farmers come. The average number of persons per house­
hold is 4.2, while 3.6 is the number of persons per household 
in the first seven counties studied.
Fifty-nine percent of females 15 to 44 years of age in 
the part-time farm population are married. This proportion 
is low in several of the areas, (table 6.) Evidently the per­
centage of females 15 to 44 married is lowered by the large
11
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TABLE 4. AGE OF PART-TIME FARM OPERATORS AND OTHER FARM
OPERATORS.
Àge in 
years
J Part-time farm operators Other farm operators*
Number Percentage Number Percentage
20-29 76 8.0
'
7.3
30^ 39 196 20.6 25.1
40-49 291 30.7 _ 26.4
50-^ 59 230 -24.2 __ 24.2
60 and over 157 16.5 _ 17.0
Tqtal 950 100.0 2170 100.0
' *Harter and Stewart. The Population of Iowa, Its Composition and 
Changes. Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta., Bui. 275, p. 18, 1930.
number of females between 15 and 20 years of age, a large 
proportion of whom are unmarried, (table 3.) While the 
number of children under 5 years of age is equal to the av­
erage for the state, the small number of children under 1 
year of age indicates that the birth rate among part-time 
farm families is decreasing,
HOMES OF THE PART-TIME FARMERS
The chief interest of the part-time farm family is the
TABLE 5. SIZE OF FAMILY OF THE PART-TIME FARM, RURAL FARM 
AND URBAN POPULATIONS.*
Size of 
family 
(persons)
Part-time farm 
population Rural farm 
families 
Percentage
Urban families 
PercentageNumber of 
families Percentage
1 29 2.8 4.0 8.4
2 185 18.0 18.3 28.0
a 217 21.0 20.5 23.0
4 209 20.3 19.9 17.8
5 165 16.0 14.7 10.6
6 98 9.5 9.6 5.9
7 45 4.4 5.8 3.1
8 43 4.2 3.4 1.6
9 16 . 1.6 1.9 .8
10 19 1.8 1.0 .4
11 2 .2 .5 .2
12 3 .2 .4 .2
»United States Department of Commerce. Fifteenth Census of United 
States, Population Vol. IV.
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TALE 6. FEMALES MARRIED AND THE RATIO OF YOUNG CHILDREN 
TO MARRIED FEMALES 15 TO 44 YEARS OF AGE IN THE 
FART-TIME FARM POPULATION.
County
Females 15 to 44 years of age
•
Per 1,000 married females, 15 to 
44 years of age
Total
number
Percentage
married
Children under 
5 years
Children under 
1 year
Wapello 153 64.1 653 10
Des Moines 52 65.4 235 29
Black Hawk 115 55.6 656 62
Dubuque 74 63.5 404 106
Mahaska 65 47.7 452 32
Appanoose 76 57.9 568 136
Linn 251 66.5 599 66
Story 14 50.0 571 —
Webster 81 50.6 415 73
Fayette 50 31.2 562 62
All Areas 931 59.0 550 60
home. It is not surprising, therefore, that the principal in­
vestment of the part-time farm family is in a house. The 
average purchase price reported was $3,956.62. Three-fifths 
is invested in houses, one-tenth in other buildings and three- 
tenths in land.
Two out of three part-time farm families own homes, 
and three out of seven owners have full equity in their 
places. One-fourth of the total cost of all part-time farms is
TALE 7 PURCHASE PRICE AND MORTGAGE DEBT 
OF PART-TIME FARMS.
Purchase price Mortgage conditions
County Numberreporting Average
Still
due
(percentage)
Part-time farms 
mortgaged 
(percentage)
Mortgages 
past due 
(percentage)
Wapello 107 . 2106.43 27.5 58.7 12.5
Des Moines 42 4546.19 26.2 39.7 34.8
Black Hawk 92 3906.41 29.6 48.3 17.2
Dubuque 28 3213.15. 32.1 36.8 40.0
Mahaska.’,. | 51 * 5321.57 23.2 29.2 31.6
Appanoose 68 2032.35 1 ’ 13.2 28.9 20.8
Linn 185 4570.23 i  33.9 38.6 23.6
AH -Counties 583 3956.62 1 27.6 41.8_4__ *____ __
21.9
13
Wakeley: Part-time and garden farming in Iowa
Published by Iowa State University Digital Repository, 1935
N
U
M
BE
R 
O
F 
O
PE
RA
TO
R
S
32
still unpaid and one in five of the mortgages is past due. 
(table 7.)
These reported debt figures are probably somewhat 
lower than the actual figures but they give the basis for a 
fair appraisal of the present situation. Mortgage debt does 
not include cost of improvements and operating expenses. 
Other amounts owed by the average part-time farmer in 
1933 equal one-half of the average amount of the mortgage 
debt, or approximately $500.
The situation in Appanoose County may be explained 
in part by the fact that part-time farming is an old estab­
lished practice there. The average part-time farmer in Ap­
panoose County has been on his homestead almost 15 years, 
while only 7 years is the average in Black Hawk County. 
The other counties are closely grouped around the average, 
8.8 years for the part-time farmers in seven areas.
The number of part-time farm operators has increased 
rapidly in Iowa, and the majority of the operators have been 
on their present acreage less than 8 years, (fig. 5.)
200
120
160
4 0
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0
1878 1883 1888 1893 1898 1903 1908 1913 1918 1923 1928 1933
FIVE YEAR A VERA G ES
as during the 5 years, 1926-30,
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TABLE 8. PRESENT VALUE AND PURCHASE PRICE OF 
IDENTICAL PART-TIME FARMS.
County
Number 
of farms 
reporting
Purchase
price
/  average \ 
v in dollars )
Present
value
/  average \ 
Vin dollars/
Difference
(average)
Mahaska 51 $3,322 $4,324 998
Dubuque 38 5,368 3,909 —1459
Appanoose 69 2,051 1,265 — 786
Des Moines 41 4,474 3,656 — 818
Black Hawk 91 3,889 4,609 720
Wapello 107 2,106 2,805 699
Linn 184 4,593 3,715 — 878
Total 581 3,829 3,458 — 371
Most of the part-time farms were purchased before the 
depression and depreciation in value has been so great that 
some owners hesitated to tell the purchase price. Because 
of improvements made by the owner some of the part-time 
farms are worth more today than they were when pur­
chased. The average present value, however, including im­
provements, is $371 less than the purchase price, a 10 per­
cent loss, (table 8.)
In general, however, prices of part-time farms have 
been well maintained, partly because of the demand for 
part-time farms and partly because of the improvements 
made by the operator and his family which have been 
included in the present valuation.
Dwellings
The houses in which part-time farmers live give a ready 
indication of the plane of living. Fine homes located along 
main highways with landscaped grounds and good buildings 
and fences are numerous enough to lend an air of prosper­
ity to some part-time farm areas. These better places, how­
ever, do not characterize the entire areas in which many 
houses seem inferior to those in the adjacent city. At the 
lower end of the scale are the houses, poorly built and ill- 
kept, unfit for occupancy from the beginning. Scraps of 
lumber, tar paper and metal advertising signs sometimes
15
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used in building or repairing the houses give evidence of 
the financial handicap under which many part-time farmers 
operate.
Eight out of ten of the houses are of frame construction. 
One in ten is constructed of logs, boards and battens or tar 
paper. One in ten is constructed of brick, cement block or 
stucco. More than one-tenth of the houses should be re­
placed and an additional one-tenth were reported in poor 
condition. In one mining community one-half of the total 
number of houses was reported in poor condition.
Considering all houses in the survey the improvement 
most needed was paint, one in three being seriously lacking 
in this respect. One in six needed roofing repair or replace­
ment. The foundation needed attention in one case out of 
eight while in one house in ten the windows needed repair 
or replacement.
An_ average of 1.3 rooms per person indicates few are 
seriously hampered by lack of rooms. This does not mean 
that there is no overcrowding. Overcrowding is the rule 
among larger families and their lack of income and the 
scarcity of suitable houses create a serious problem.
TABLE 9. PERCENT OF FARMS WITH AUTOMOBILE, RUNNING 
WATER, INSIDE TOILET AND RADIO.
County
Automobile Running water in house Radio
Inside
toilet
in
part-
time
farm
homes
Bath­
room
in
rural
farm
homes
Part-
time
farmers
Rural
farmers
Part-
time
farmers
Rural
farmers
*
Part-
time
farmers
Rural
farmers*
Wapello 74.0 79.8 28.0 16.0 67.3 39.1 18.0 10.7
Des Moines 77.6 89.7 44.8 27.0 82.8 45.6 41.4 18.2
Black Hawk 84.1 91.2 40.0 25.6 68.3 49.9 33.3 17.7
Dubuque 80.9 89.3 30.9 25.4 64.7 44.3 22.1 11.9
Mahaska 88.2 87.7 30.9 25.7 76.5 41.8 38.2 15.7
Appanoose 39.8 74.8 2.4 10.0 22.9 30.8 0 6.2
Linn 79.4 86.0 20.9 23.4 58.1 44.7 14.2 17.1
Average 7.5.6 85.7 26.4 22.2 61.5 42.6 . 23.3 14.2
*United States Department of Commerce, Fifteenth Census of the United 
States, Agriculture Vol. II, Part I.
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Modern Conveniences
Measured by certain improvements and conveniences, 
part-time farmers rank only slightly above rural farmers 
and somewhat below the city average. Three in four own 
an automobile, more than one in four has running water in 
the house and almost one house in every four has an inside 
toilet, (table 9.) Part-time farmers are somewhat above all 
farmers in the same counties in houses with running water 
and inside toilets.
While the rural farm group has the advantage in that 
a larger proportion owns cars, the part-time farmers are 
ahead in the proportion owning radio sets.
Part-time farmers are familiar enough with and live 
near enough to the city to take advantage of its services. 
It seems clear that still more of them would have these 
services if they could afford them. In some cases it is true 
they are not easily available but the low income of the part- 
time farmer seems to be a serious limiting factor.
17
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Roads and Transportation
Slightly more than half of the part-time farm homes are 
located on surfaced or all-weather roads, (fig. 6.)
Road conditions for the part-time farmers are better 
than for all farmers in: the counties studied, the average 
located on good roads among the part-time farmers being 
20 percent higher, (table 10.) The proportion of all farmers 
on good roads is lowest in Des Moines County where the 
proportion for the part-time farmers is highest. A contrast­
ing situation is found in Linn County where the proportion 
of all farmers on good roads is more than twice the propor­
tion for part-time farmers. Part-time farmers around Cedar 
Rapids have not been able to take advantage of the excep­
tionally favorable county road situation because they are 
located outside the city limits, in relatively large numbers. 
It is impossible for them all to locate along the main im­
proved highways and it appears difficult under present cir-
TABLE 10. PART-TIME FARMS AND RURAL FARMS LOCATED 
ON SURFACED ROAD.
County
Farms-located on surfaced road
Part-time farms 
(Percentage) Rural farms* (Percentage)
Wapello- 77.5 18.5
Des Moines 94.8 17.5
Black Hawk 47.9 46.6
Dubuque 70.2 33.8
Mahaska 92.6 30.3
Appanoose 58.6 27.8
Linn 19.6 42.6
All counties 53.5 32.6
W êiÊ È Ê È Ê Ê $^. of Commerce, Fifteenth Census of the United States, Agri­culture—Vol. Ill, Part I, pp. 970-975, 1932.
cumstances to get good roads past a majority of the part- 
time farms in any other way.'
The average distance, 2.2 miles, which the part-time 
farmer must travel to get to his work is not great, (table 11.) 
It is about the same as the distance to high schools and over
18
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TABLE 11 DISTANCE TO WORK, AND DISTANCE TO ELEMENTARY 
ANDHIGHSCHOOE WITH THE NUMBER OF ■PUPILS’ 
ATTENDING SCHOOL.,
i Children attending j Average distance (miles) 
Part-time j school ___ from home to—
County farms
reporting Elementaryschool
High
school Work
Elementary
school
High
school
Wapello 148 155 43 3.7 1.1 - 2.8
Des Moines 58 36 21 2.2 1.3 3.4
Black Hawk 120 130 32 1.4 .8 2.1
DubuqUe 69 ; 65 21 ^ 2.8 2.4x
Mahaska 66 -  61 31 1.4 .9 1.4
Appanoose 83 h 21 > 1.2 .6 1.5
Linn 278 219 82 2.3 1.0 2.4
Total 822 738 251 2.1 .9 2.3
twice the distance to elementary schools. The greatest dis­
tance to work is reported in Wapello County, the closest in 
Appanoose County where many are employed in nearby 
coal mines. Transportation to work is not a serious prob­
lem even without a car, and where the distance is great 
those who own cars often furnish transportation for other 
workers. Bus transportation has not been used to any 
considerable extent.
School Attendance
Children attending elementary school traveled an av­
erage distance of slightly less than 1 mile to school, (table 
11.) Most pupils attended 1-room rural schools, and no 
transportation was regularly furnished. Children traveling 
the greatest distance to school lived in Des Moines County 
where most part-time farmers live "within the city limits.
High school pupils, 251 in number, traveled an average 
of 2% miles. Transportation was furnished in Linn, Ma­
haska and Wapello counties. Nearly all in Dubuque and in 
Des Moines counties live within the city limits.
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7. Slightly more than one-half the heads of part-time farm families 
membership m an organization. More husbands than wives belone to 
ations. The proportion of wives belonging to organizations is excep- 
low m localities where the membership reported by husband« is be-
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Membership Reported in Organizations
Part-time farm areas, as studied, have been settled 
quite casually and for the most part are under-organized 
and do not constitute community groups.
Half the part-time farm operators and wives report 
membership in organizations. Of the husbands four in seven 
report membership in some organization, while three in 
seven of their wives report membership." (fig. 7.) The hus­
bands join more organizations than their wives, (table 12.) 
Membership of part-time farmers in organizations is very 
low compared with an active, well organized community 
which often has an average of two memberships for each 
adult and one for each young person over ID years of age. 
Among the members of the part-time farmers’ families one 
in six of the young people over 10 years of age belongs to an 
organization.
Churches and the labor unions are organizations in 
which memberships are reported most frequently, member­
ship in any other group being exceptional. This in part ex­
plains, the fact that the men belong to organizations more 
frequently and also belong to more organizations, thaij. their
TABLE 12 MEMBERSHIP OF PART-TIME FARMERS 
IN ORGANIZATIONS.
County 
or city
Percentage belonging to any 
organization
Average memberships reported 
by members of organizations
Husbands Wives Husbands Wives
Wapello 40.0 15.0 . 1.25 1.22
Des Moines 63.2 43.4 . 1.47 1.04
Black Hawk 23.3 13.4 1.25 1.06
Dubuque 68.1 50.8 1.28 1.12
Mahaska 42.6 23.6 1.38 1.25
Appanoose 88.Q 71.8 1.75 1.07
Linn 66.7 54.1 1.10 1.06
Fayette 68.2 70.9 1.33 1.24
Story 81.2 76.5 1.77 1.69
Webster 58.5 55.2 1.29 1.03
Total 56.8 42.3 1.31 1.11
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wives. Membership in organizations is high in localities 
where the church is strong and labor well organized. Where 
organization memberships are few the proportion of wives 
belonging is disproportionately low.
Though possibly part-time farmers are about as active 
in organizations as in their previous location, organized 
social activities are under-developed. The job of making a 
living is serious and difficult for many families; it is to be 
hoped, however, that social and civic activities will not be 
neglected. Part-time farming areas offer exceptional op­
portunity for families to get together for social and educa­
tional purposes and at the same time to solve local prob­
lems connected with taxes, roads, neighborhood centers, 
schools, libraries, fire protection or sanitation and health.
OCCUPATIONS AND INCOME FROM  
EMPLOYMENT
The general industrial situation in Iowa favors part- 
time farming. Several Iowa industries are seasonal, a few 
intermittent in operation and many closely related to agri­
culture. Meat packing, sugar refining, cereal manufacture, 
seed packing, vegetable and fruit canning, farm machinery 
manufacture, railroading, coal mining and stone and clay 
products manufacturing generally offer employment condi­
tions favoring part-time farming development.
More than two-thirds of the part-time farmers depend 
mainly on outside employment in the city. Nearly half the 
fathers and one-third of the employed children work in 
manufacturing and mechanical industries, (fig. 8.) One-fifth 
of them are employed in trade, one-tenth in coal mining and 
one-tenth in jobs related to transportation and communica­
tion service. The remaining 15 percent are employed in 
personal and professional service, in clerical and public 
service or in agriculture. Farm work makes up a negligible 
part of the outside employment.
Employed young people living with their parents work 
in occupations similar to those of their parents. This, seems 
to be due largely to the kinds of jobs available. A smaller
22
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OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES
Fig. 8. Manufacturing and mechanical industries give industrial employ­
ment to nearly one-half the part-time farm workers who are gainfully em­
ployed. Like father, like son, is the rule in choosing an occupation, though 
the situation varies somewhat because some of the employed children living 
at home are females. Occupational distribution is quite similar in all counties 
excepting Appanoose, where mining predominates.
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proportion is employed in manufacturing, a larger propor­
tion in trade, in domestic and personal service, in profes­
sional service and in clerical or public service. The shift in 
occupation between parents and children is due to the large 
number of young women employed. The increase in pro­
fessional service for instance is caused in part by daughters 
living at home who teach school.
TABLE 13. INCOME FROM GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT 
OF PART-TIME FARM FAMILIES.
County
Number
of
families
Income 1933 (dollars) Persons per 
household 
(average)Total Family(average)
Wapello 150 144,121.60 960.81 4.4
Des Moines 58 32,749.49 564.65 3.3
Black Hawk 120 96,203.00 801.69 4.4
Dubuque 67 54,519.40 813.72 4.3
Mahaska 68 61,000.17 897.06 4.2
Appanoose 83 15,810.26 190.49 4.0
Linn 281 179,244.45 637.88 4.1
All areas 827 583,648.37. 705.74 4.2
Non-Agricultural Income
The 827 part-time farm families in seven areas reported 
total family income from sources other than agriculture of 
nearly $600,000 in 1933, an average of $700 per family, (table 
13.) While this includes cash income from all sources, such 
as gasoline stations, roomers, boarders and pensions, less 
than one in five reports any income from such sources and 
the average amount received is negligible.
No group averaged $1,000 per family for the year, but 
Wapello County, with an average of $961, came closest. Ap­
panoose County was lowest with an average income of $190 
per family. Coal mining offers these people little regular 
employment, and little other employment is available. Only 
seven of the part-time farmers in Appanoose County were 
employed as many as 30 weeks during the year.
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TABLE 14. REGULARITY OF GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT 
OF PART-TIME FARMERS.
County Familiesreporting
Weeks head of family was gainfully employed
None 1-14 15-29 30 or more
Wapello 149 3 22 13 f 111
Des Moines 57 17 9 11 20
Black Hawk 116 23 19 14 60
Dubuque 66 6 14 8 38
Mahaska 67 0 5 12 50
Appanoose 80 20 26 27 7
Linn 265 35 44 37 149
All counties 800 104 139 122 435
Regularity of Part-Time Employment
While regular full-time employment is not the aim of 
many of the part-time farmers, gainful employment must 
be available during a large part of the year and its cash in­
come is a potent factor in the success of the part-time farm 
enterprise.
One-half the part-time farm operators'1 were gainfully 
employed for 30 or more we?ks during the, year, (table 14.) 
One in six was employed from 1 to 14 weeks; one in seven 
from 15 to 29 weeks; and one in eight not at all. Of the un­
employed 12 were retired and not needing employment. 
Half the unemployed were unskilled laborers; one-fourth 
skilled laborers such as carpenters, machinists, painters and 
plumbers; nearly one-sixth coal miners. Of those em­
ployed less than 15 weeks one-third were unskilled laborers 
and nearly one-third skilled workers. Many did not work 
full time during the weeks of employment. Also no account 
was taken of employment of persons other than the head of 
the family. These other workers made a labor force of 
about 200.
Relief Status of Part-Time Farm Families
One in five of the part-time farm families is receiving 
aid. This is not surprising since such a large proportion of
25
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the families is without adequate supplementary employ­
ment. In some cases, too, part-time farming failed to make 
its expected contribution to family support.
The proportion of families receiving aid is much higher 
among part-time farmers than all farmers,’ and it is higher 
than in the city around which the part-time farmers are 
located. In some areas field workers reported that part-time 
farmers needing aid were not helped because they owned 
their property. It is possible that aid for a still higher pro­
portion of part-time farm families would have been justified.
Rent Paid by Part-Time Farmers
Rentals reported by families receiving relief average 
$11 per month, while those reported by non-relief families 
average $16 per month, (table 15.) The range in rents paid 
by relief families in the various areas is from less than $7 
to nearly $13 monthly. In Mahaska County no renters are 
reported as receiving relief.
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AND INCOME 
FROM PART-TIME FARMING
Part-time farming offers opportunity for operators to 
produce agricultural products on a relatively small acreage
TABLE 15. RENT PAID BY PART-TIME FARMERS
County Average annual rental reported
Families on relief Families not on relief
Wapello $ 89.33 $164.37
Des Moines 112.00 176.08
Black Hawk 152.00 216.86
Dubuque 150.00 181.45
Mahaska ____ : 233.27
Appanoose 88.78 147.10
Linn 147.83 213.67
Story — 166.67
Webster — 197.87
Fayette . 81.67 189.20
Average of all areas 129.70 196.70
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primarily for family use though some products are sold. In 
either case they add to or supplement family living or fam­
ily income and become a means of improving the living un­
less the cost is greater than the returns secured. Because a 
family lives on an acreage is no sign it is better off than it 
would be in town or city. Sometimes losses are sustained, 
but usually the results are favorable.
Two-thirds of the part-time farmers are owner oper­
ators. (fig. 9.) Many have a limited financial income and 
prefer to purchase the land and invest their own time and 
effort in improving their property. The relatively small 
investment in such cases makes purchase easy while own­
ership gives a real incentive to work for improvement and 
a sense of increased security.
One-tenth more part-time than full-time farmers in 
these same counties own their own homes. Only in Dubuque 
County is the percentage of ownership higher among all 
farmers than among part-time.
Fig. 9. Percentage of part-time farm families who own their homes varies 
widely but in no case is the proportion of owners less than three m live, in 
every area the proportion of owners among part-time farmers is greater tnan 
the proportion for all farmers in the county.
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Size of the Part-Time Farm
Part-time farmers have widely varying amounts and 
quality of land, much of which is rough or broken in top­
ography, unsuited for agricultural operations and low' in 
fertility.
Though their average size is 8.4 acres, approximately 
two-thirds of all the part-time farms surveyed will classify 
as farms according to the definition given by the United 
States Census Bureau because they contain 3 acres or more 
of land. Part-time farms in five counties average between 
5 and 7 acres in size. In the other counties, Mahaska and 
Appanoose, the part-time farms are more than twice as 
large, averaging 15 and 20 acres respectively. Large cities 
and fertile land suitable for garden farming tend to make 
land expensive and acreages small, encouraging intensive 
farming and a higher proportion of the agricultural income 
from the garden. In the vicinity of smaller towns and on 
poorer land the acreages are usually much larger; less gar­
dening is practiced, more emphasis is placed on hog pro­
duction, dairy cattle and field crops, and a part-time general 
farm is the result. Gardens remain relatively small and non­
commercial on all sizes of acreages, but there is a tendency 
to intensify effort on the small acreage so agricultural 
returns are larger in proportion than from a larger acreage.
Value of Land and Buildings
The average value of the land is $870 for the part-time 
farms studied, which is 30 percent of the value of the entire 
homestead, (fig. 10.) The values of the house, other build­
ings and land are approximately in a 6-1-3 relationship to 
each other, (table 16.) The value of the land varies from 
$257 reported in Linn County to seven times that amount in 
Webster, Mahaska, Story and Black Hawk counties. The 
value of the land varies from one-eighth to nearly one-half 
the total value of the part-time farm. In Webster and Ap­
panoose counties the land is worth more than the house. In 
Appanoose County the value of the house is very low; low­
er, in fact, than the value of the other buildings on part- 
time farms in Des Moines, Webster and Mahaska counties.
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Fig. 10. The average value of land, house and other buildings varies 
widely on part-time farms in different localities.
The average value of the land in part-time farms is ap­
proximately $100 per acre, the cheapest being $25 and the 
most expensive over $200 an acre. The value of the other 
buildings in addition to the house is a small fraction of the 
part-time farm investment, varying with the size of the 
acreage, and is greater wherever livestock and crop farm­
ing are commonly practiced.
Operator Income From Part-Time Farming
The total value of the agricultural products from 800 
part-time farms was reported as nearly $200,000. (table 17.) 
The average gross return, slightly less than $250, including 
the value of produce consumed and produce sold, is below 
normal because of very low prices in 1933 and because prod­
ucts were usually valued at farm instead of store prices. 
Operating expense averaged over $150 per farm. Part-time 
farms produced an average net operator income of $75 in 
1933, including return for both capital and labor. No ac­
count was taken of increases or decreases in inventory.
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TABLE 16. PRESENT VALUE OF PART-TIME FARMS
County Numberreporting
j Average value 
I of land and 
buildings
Percent of value which is
House 1 Other buildings Land
Wapello 150 $2646.00 61.6 7.4 31.0
Des Moines 51 3658.00 53.8 15.7 30.5
Black Hawk 120 4399.00 54.4 10.8 34.8
Dubuque 56 3496.00 66.0 10.1 23.9
Mahaska 68 4228.00 48.7 12.0 39.3
Appanoose 82 1194.00 40.0 15.5 44.5
Linn 281 2117.00 70.0 17.9 12.1
Fayette 33 3015.00 57.7 16.2 î 26.1
Webster 41 3799.00 40.9 13.7 45.4
Story 15 5040.00 66.6 .36 33.1
All counties 906 2924.00 58.3 11.9 29.8
Net operator income in Mahaska and Des Moines coun­
ties was $125, or $50 more than the average for all areas. 
Two other counties, Wapello and Black Hawk, averaged 
nearly $100, while in Linn County the return was less than 
$50 for each part-time farm surveyed. Dubuque was lowest 
in average return. Conditions in Webster County along the 
river near Fort Dodge are not favorable, and the average 
operator income is about $60 from each of 60 part-time, farms
TABLE 17 NET OPERATOR INCOME FROM PART-TIME FARMING
County Number of j homesteads
Gross Net operator income
Income* Operatingexpense Totalt Average
Wapello 149 $28,252.40 $14,076.66 $14,175.74 $ 95.14
Des Moines 56 18,832.82 12,031.51 6,801.31 121.45
Black Hawk 119 29,881.00 18,095.52 11,785.48 99.04
Dubuque 68 6,338.69 5,108.01 1,230.68 18.10
Mahaska 63 26,740.55 18,641.26 8,099.29 128.56
Appanoose 83 16,660.63 11,176.75 5,483.88 66.07
Linn 277 66,674.70 53,383.97 13,290.73 47.98
Total 815
, 1
193,380.79 132,513.68- 60,867.11 74.68
»Total gross value of products raised..
fTotal value of products raised less operating expenses.
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surveyed. Returns in Fayette and Story counties are higher 
than in any other , area, the average net operator income 
being $175 for 57 part-time farms.
Sources of Agricultural Income 
Dairy products constitute the largest single source of 
income for part-time farmers producing them. The average, 
$154 gross income per farm, is more than twice the average 
from any other source, (fig. 11 and table 18.) Income from 
poultry and poultry products is second with a $61 average. 
Other livestock, mostly hogs, is third, followed closely by 
the income from vegetables which is $37 per producer. Fruit 
gives an average gross return of $24 per producer.
The contributions of these 
enterprises to the total gross 
income are; one-fourth from 
dairying, one-seventh from 
poultry and poultry products; 
and one-eighth from vege­
tables. Operating expense 
could not be allocated to the 
various enterprises, but it is 
evident that because of the 
feed consumed the operating 
expense is highest in the live­
stock enterprises. Taking this 
last into consideration it is 
probable that the net income 
from poultry and poultry pro­
ducts, from vegetables and from other livestock would be 
approximately equal. Dairy products, however, still would 
be in first place.
Most Common Farm Enterprises 
Gardening is the enterprise most commonly practiced 
by part-time farmers. Poultry ranks second with fruit rais­
ing and dairying equal in third and fourth place, and live­
stock fifth, (table 19.) This indicates the livestock enter­
prises should receive major emphasis in any program for 
improving part-time farming.
SOURCES OF FARM INCOME OF 
IOWA PART-TIME FARMERS
Fig. 11, Dairy, poultry and 
other livestock are t h e  chief 
sources of farm income for part- 
time farm families.
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TABLE 18. AVERAGE GROSS FARM INCOME OF PART-TIME 
FARMERS FROM VARIOUS ENTERPRISES.*
Gross income (dollars)
County Vege­
tables
I
Dairy
prod­
ucts
Poultry
and
poultry
prod­
ucts
Other
live­
stock
Fruits Fuel Miscel­laneous
Wapello 24 136 42 20 15 10 45
Des Moines 29 292 71 75 28 30
Black Hawk 69 142 92 44 64 25 75
Dubuque 20 99 14 15 8 21 32
Mahaska 41 212 96 101 20 10 45
Appanoose 30 70 53 38 16 72 32
Linn 37 166 46 20 32 33 39
Fayette 36 136 78 41 14 _ „
Webster 52 188 88 28 12 142
Story 72 162 15 64 18 60
All counties 37 154 61 44 24 25 44
* Averages are for the part-time farmers actually engaged in the enter­
prise specified.
TABLE 19. PART-TIME FARMERS ENGAGED IN VARIOUS FARM 
ENTERPRISES (PERCENTAGE).
Num­
ber of 
pro­
duc­
ers
Major farm enterprises
County Vege­
tables
Dairy 
prod- 
. ucts
Poultry
and
poultry
prod­
ucts
Other
live­
stock
Fruits Fuel Others
Wapello 150 97.3 50.0 71.3 33.3 54.7 1.3 96.7
Des Moines 58 87.9 34.5 75.9 24.1 65.5 __ 86.2
Black Hawk 120 71.7 40.0 60.8 14.2 23.3 0.8 78.3'
Dubuque 68 92.6 29.4 69.1 7.4 32.4 16.2 89.7
Mahaska 65 92.3 80.0 78.5 64.6 72.3 9.2 92.3
Appanoose 83 98.8 69.9 77.1 66.3 49.4 1.2 89.2
Linn 163 100.0 38.6 67.5 30.7 60.7 10.4 83.4
Fayette 45 84.4 42.2 64.4 24.4 31.1 __
Webster 68 50.0 22.1 41.2 17.6 13.2 __ - 2.9
Story 17 88.2 70.6 58.8 35.3 52.9 __ 5.9
All counties 837 88.2 45.6 67.3 30.1 46.5 4.5 74.4
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Horses are more common on the larger acreages in 
Mahaska and Appanoose counties where a type of genera 
farming is commonly practiced. The average number o 
horses is 1.9 per part-time farm, indicating that most horse 
owners have a team rather than one horse. Team owners 
frequently do team work for other people in addition o 
their own general farming operations.
Cow owners among part-time farmers, average 2.6 cows. 
Some own but a single cow and produce dairy products for 
home consumption, many sell milk to neighbors and some 
build up a profitable retail trade. Others sell cream and use 
the skimmilk at home to feed pigs or chickens. Part-time 
farmers owning more than one cow usually have several 
rather than just two. Owners having but one cow frequent­
ly use ravines, roadsides or vacant lots for pasture.
Five is the average number of pigs owned by those part- 
time operators who raise them. This number is greater 
than is needed to supply meat for the family. Some of these 
pigs are sold on the local market and some are butchered 
and the meat sold to neighboring families. Some owners 
collect garbage from nearby homes and from restaurants 
in the city to feed the pigs.
The average poultry flock among part-time farm oper­
ators is 54 birds. The average annual gross return is ap­
proximately 60 cents per bird.
Distribution of Income From Agriculture
Seven in ten of the part-time farmers had some net op­
erating income in 1933. This means that three in ten lost 
money, (table 20.) Sometimes gardens fail after money has 
been spent for seeds and equipment. Losses were more com­
mon in 1933 because of the low prices for farm and garden 
products.
Of all part-time farm operators two in five made less 
than $100, one in four made between $100 and $400, and only 
the very exceptional had a net operator income of more 
than $400 yearly from agriculture. While there are notice­
able differences between the ranges of incomes in the various 
areas, the most interesting differences are noted near the
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TABLE 20. DISTRIBUTION OF THE NET OPERATOR INCOME OF PART-TIME FARM FAMILIES
Income class
Part-time farms, 
all counties Distribution by counties (percentage)
Number Percentage , Wapello Des Moines Black Hawk Dubuque Mahaska Appanoose Linn
over $1000 3 0.3 0.7 1.7 0 0 0 0 0.4
$701 to $1000 8 1.0 0 5.1 0.8 0 2.9 0 0.7
$401 to $700 35 4.2 2.0 6.8 6.7 0 8.7 2.4 4.3
$101 to $400 226 27.1 34.9 20.3 33.6 19.4 37.7 22.0 22.8
$ 0 to $100 324 38.8 48.0 28.8 31.1 49.3 21.7 53.7 37.4
-$199 to -$1 199 23.9 14.5 33.9 22.7 28.4 21.7 20.7 26.0
-$499 to -$200 30 3.6 0 0 4.2 3.0 4.3 1.2 6.8
-$799 to -$500 5 0.6 0 0 0.8 0 2.9 0 0.7
-$8uo & undei 6 .7 0 3.4 0 0 0 0 11
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“no income” line. Part-time farmers in Wapello County pro­
duce a wider variety of products than those in any other 
area which is partly responsible for their greater success.
Size of Acreage and Net Operator Income
The size of the acreage is also an important considera­
tion in part-time farming. Where economic resources are 
limited the question of the amount of land to purchase must 
be considered very carefully. Many part-time farmers face 
a serious problem at this point, especially in areas where 
land is high priced. Data secured in Black Hawk, Des 
Moines, Dubuque and Linn counties are analyzed here.
One-fourth of the acreages in these counties contains 1 
acre or less, (table 21.) One in six is from 1 to 2 acres and 
one in eight is from 2 to 3 acres in size. Approximately 
one-half of the acreages cannot qualify as a farm on the 
acreage basis recognized by the United States Census 
Bureau.
The average net operator income is $10.60 for plots of
TABLE 21 SIZE OF PART-TIME FARM AND NET OPERATOR INCOME 
FROM AGRICULTURE IN DES MOINES, BLACK HAWK, 
DUBUQUE AND LINN COUNTIES.
Part-time farms Net income from agriculture
acres Number Percentage Total Average
0 -1 88 25.4 $ 932.38 $ 10.60
1.1-2 58 16.7 5444.72 93.87
2.1-3 41 11.8 3792.68 92.50
3.1-4 20 5.7 3041.70 152.18
4.1-6 54 15.6 4459.20 82.58
6.1-8 16 4.6 1570.06 98.12
8.1-11 26 7.5 4771.64 183.52
11.1-14 10 2.9 -340.60 -34.06
14.1-17 10 2.9 2139.17 213,91
17.1-21 7 2.0 1630.35 232.90
21.1-33 7 2.0 1532.26 218.89
over 33 10 2.9 2885.47 288.54
Total 347 100.0 31,859.03 91.81
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1 acre or less. A large proportion of the operators on these 
small acreages are not active producers, and the average 
income is negligible.
The average net operator income on plots from 1 to 3 
acres is $93 which is nine times the income from plots of 1 
acre or less, (table 21.) This indicates that operators on 1 to 
3 acres of land are interested in production and are making 
a contribution to family living. Approximately half of the 
1- to 3-acre plots qualify as farms under the production 
clause included in the definition of a farm given by the 
Bureau of the Census.
Above the 3-acre size the net operator income increases, 
but the increase is not well sustained. In fact there is no 
sustained increase in operator income as the size of the acre­
age increases from 1 to 10 acres. For plots larger than 10 
acres the income approximately doubles and this increase 
is sustained but does not increase markedly again until the 
size of the part-time farm reaches 30 acres.
Operator income increases as the number of acres in­
creases. The smaller acreages, however, are operated more 
intensively and operator income does not increase as rapid­
ly as might be expected with increase in number of acres. 
This must be kept in mind where land is high in price and 
where fertile soil makes intensive operation practical. In 
areas like Appanoose County where land is relatively low 
in price and fertility, larger acreages are not only advisable 
but necessary.
A wide range of agricultural problems must be met and 
solved by the part-time farmer. He must face most of the 
problems of the full-time farm operator on a much smaller 
scale and sometimes in slightly different form. Additional 
education and experience are needed for successful part- 
time farming. This need is not often recognized by part- 
time farmers themselves and at present no agency is furnish­
ing them with adequate educational assistance.
TOTAL INCOME OF PART-TIME FARM FAMILIES
The average total income of part-time farm families in 
this survey was $790.80 each, including income from agri-
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culture and all other sources, (table 22.) The lowest income 
is $257 for part-time farmers in Appanoose County. The 
highest average income is $1,056 per family in Wapello 
County.
One-tenth of the total income is from agriculture. The 
proportion of income from agriculture is lowest in Dubuque 
County where part-time farming was unprofitable in 1933. 
Very few part-time farmers make enough from their acre­
ages of whatever size to furnish a satisfactory living. Part- 
time farmers in Iowa must continue to depend upon gainful 
employment in addition to their farming enterprise.
Distribution of the Incomes of Part-Time Farm Families
The real economic test or measure of success of part- 
time farming is the amount of income which the family has 
after certain necessary fixed expenses such as taxes or rent 
are paid.6 This amount is the total which the part-time 
farming family can spend for living, that is for food, cloth­
ing, health, education, recreation and similar items.
The survey indicates that one-fourth of the part-time 
farm families did not have any income from agriculture or 
other occupation to apply toward living expenses after rent
TABLE 22. TOTAL INCOME OF PART-TIME FARMERS
County Number of part-time 
farms
Average
Non-agri-
cultural
income
Agri­
cultural
All
sources
Income
from
agriculture
(percentage)
Wapello 149 $960.80 $ 95.14 $1055.94 9.0
Des Moines 56 564.60 121.45 686.05 17.7
Black Hawk 119 801.60 99.04 900.64 11.0
Dubuque 68 813.70 18.10 831.80 2.2
Mahaska 63 897.10 128.56 1025.66 12.5
Appanoose 83 190.49 66.07 256.56 25.8
Linn 277 637.90 47.98 685.88 7.0
Total 815 716.10 74.68 790.78 9.4
6The form of the record makes it necessary here also to include the cost 
of permanent improvements made during the year. Few families made 
permanent improvements in 1933.
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TABLE 23. DISTRIBUTION OF THE NET PART-TIME FARM INCOME FROM ALL SOURCES
Income class
Part-time farms, 
all counties Distribution by counties (percentage)
Number Percentage Wapello Des Moines Black- Hawk Dubuque Mahaska Appanoose Linn
over $1000 120 14.5 24.7 20.7 14.2 8.7 28.0 0 10.3
$601 to $1000 122 14.7 24.0 10.3 17.5 10.3 25.0 2.4 11.7
$201 to $600 205 24.7 30.7 13.8 21.7 26.5 27.9 4.8 29.8
$ 0 to $200 132 15.9 11.3 22.4 17.5 19.1 10.3 10.8 18.4
-$199 to -$1 104 12.5 5.3 10.3 13.3 11.8 7.4 24.9 14.5
-$599 to -$200 117 14.1 3.3 17.2 13.3 17.7 1.5 50.6 11.0
-$999 to -$600 24 2.9 .7 3.5 2.5 4.4 6.1 3.6
-$1000 & under 5 0.6 0 1.7 0 1.5 1.2 0.7
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Fig. 12. Comparison of total net income above fixed charges with the 
net operator income from agriculture indicates that the range in agricultural 
income is much more limited, but agricultural income is large enough in many 
cases to change the total net income from loss to gain.
and taxes were deducted in 1933. (table 23.) This deficit had 
to be made up out of savings or through relief aid or accrued
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as debts. The part-time farming families whose incomes were 
insufficient to pay a portion of their living expenses varied 
from 80 percent in Appanoose County to less than 10 percent 
in Wapello and Mahaska counties. The favorable showing 
of Wapello and Mahaska counties is due largely to the 
greater regularity of employment; three-fourths of the heads 
of families are employed 30 or more weeks, (table 14.)
The range of income among part-time farmers is much 
greater in other occupations than in agriculture, (fig. 12.) 
Though in no area does the income from agriculture show 
a majority of part-time farm operators losing money, the 
amount of agricultural income is sharply limited in all areas. 
In nearly all areas the largest number of operators is con­
centrated in those income brackets where most of the in­
come from agriculture falls. The income from agriculture, 
though relatively small, prevents a large number of families 
from showing no income above fixed charges.
Evaluation of economic returns from part-time farm­
ing is not an easy task. Low prices and returns figured on 
a farm value basis make net returns appear much less favor­
able than in a year of higher prices with returns figured at 
retail market prices. But to those with no other income or 
®^ploym.€int, part-time farming becomes full-time farming 
and returns from agriculture are important. Though the 
net operator income may not be large it must be considered 
evidence of the success of the enterprise. This is true only 
in case farming does not reduce the income from other em­
ployment. Usually these supplement each other instead of 
compete. In some cases the larger the income from employ­
ment the larger the income from agriculture.
OPINION OF OPERATORS TOWARD PART-TIME 
FARMING
Both economic and social considerations influence the 
opinion of the operators toward part-time farming, the 
former, however, appearing to be uppermost. Grouped into 
broad general classes, the part-time farmers indicate that 
two-thirds of the families undertake part-time farming to
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increase income or reduce costs. One in seven seeks a rural 
environment in which to rear his children. One in twelve 
states his desire to live in the country or his aversion to the 
city. An equal number Retires from a farm to a smaller 
acreage or is forced off the farm. Other reasons were seldom 
mentioned, though two or more reasons were combined 
frequently. These reasons were secured only for Webster, 
Story and Fayette counties. While employment conditions 
may be as good in the larger centers as in the small ones, 
the city environment seems to be more unfavorable for 
rearing children.
Part-time farming has certain general disadvantages 
which are mentioned by those who live on part-time farms 
near Oelwein, Ames and Fort Dodge. Three-tenths of the 
families report that they live too far from town or city, a 
disadvantage less frequently reported around Fort Dodge 
where the proportion of those reporting no disadvantages is 
50 percent of the total. Two in five families report lack of 
modern conveniences to be a disadvantage, while one in ten 
reports no economic benefits. Taxes, lack of fire protection, 
school tuitions and limited social life were mentioned as 
disadvantages by only a few of the part-time farmers. One- 
third in Fort Dodge, Ames and Oelwein reported no dis­
advantages connected with part-time farming.
Future of Part-Time Farming
Part-time farmers exist in considerable numbers around
all our cities and towns, the number having increased ma-'
terially since 1930, and it is important to consider what 
their future development may be. Opinions of the part-time 
farmers themselves are enlightening. Generally speaking 
I the part-time farmer thinks that his way of living is best 
for himself, 9 out of 10 saying that they prefer to live on a 
part-time farm. The other tenth either prefers to live in 
the city or is undecided. Practically all families interviewed 
around Fort Dodge state that they prefer living on a part- 
time farm, while three in four of the families near Ames 
have similar preferences. Three in four part-time farmers
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never intend to move to the city, and one in five is uncertain 
about the future. One in twenty-five expects to move to the 
city when he retires.
In order to examine more critically their intention to 
move to the city, the part-time farmers were asked if they 
would move to the city if they should get a job there at a 
salary of $2,000 per year, assuming that they would not 
have to move to do the job if it should be offered them. 
Very few of the persons interviewed were uncertain 
in their answer to this question, three in five maintaining 
they would not move to the city.
It seems reasonably certain that a majority will con­
tinue to live on an acreage even though they have a remun­
erative full-time job elsewhere. Economic necessity drove 
many part-time farmers to the farm, but an improvement 
in economic conditions will not draw them back to the city 
in like numbers. This analysis indicates that part-time 
farmers in Iowa recognize advantages in their way of living 
which overbalance all difficulties.
Typical Problems
Part-time farming has not been uniformly successful 
under all conditions. For example, in Dubuque County the 
net operator income of part-time farmers from agriculture 
averaged $18.10, which is less than one-fourth the average 
for the areas surveyed, (table 17.) Further analysis shows 
that 31.4 percent of the operators lost money, and 49.3 per­
cent made less than $100 each, (table 20.) Since only slight­
ly more of the Dubuque county farmers lost money than did 
the average for the whole state (30.1), the chief limiting 
factor was the low returns made by half of the producers.
Low productivity of the soil is the chief reason for this 
low return from agriculture. While the size of the acreage 
is 6.5 acres, which is near the average in most other locali­
ties, the land comprises only 24 percent of the value of the 
farm, (table 16.) Not only is the land lower in price, but the 
income is below average for each enterprise listed, ranking 
especially low from vegetables, fruits, dairy and poultry 
products and livestock, (table 18.) In addition, the number
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of part-time farmers who produced fruits, dairy products 
and livestock is also below average, (table 19.) The data 
indicate that part-time farmers around Dubuque need more 
land located further from the residence district of the city 
where they would have greater opportunity to specialize m 
livestock products, (table 1.) If more productive land could 
be found, the income from the garden might be increased, 
especially by producing more small fruits.
When a similar analysis is made for other areas, quite 
as interesting conclusions may be made. For example, 
in Wapello County where the total income is high with a 
smaller average size of acreage (5 acres), fewer part-time 
farmers lost money, (tables 20 and 22.) The return from 
farming was only slightly above average (table 17), and the 
reason for success is discovered in the high income from 
employment, (table 13.) This high income is due to the 
longer period of employment; more than two-thirds of the 
part-time farmers were employed 30 or more weeks during 
the year, (table 14.) Thus in the area around Ottumwa, the 
more favorable conditions for employment contribute mark­
edly to the success of part-time farming.
In Appanoose County, an example of an area in which 
part-time farmers find it difficult to secure even a reasonably 
high income because the returns from outside employment, 
mostly coal mining, are exceptionally low, the houses are 
constructed cheaply, many unsatisfactorily, and all lacking 
modern conveniences. Much of the land is low. in productive 
capacity but larger acreage (average 20 acres) maintains 
returns from agriculture. Unless other industries can be 
introduced which offer additional employment to part-time 
farmers, they will have to further increase agricultural 
production to secure a suitable income. In such a situation 
farming may well become the regular occupation and the 
major , source of income while mining may remain as a 
valuable supplemental source of income during the winter 
months.
Meeting Future Economic and Social Needs 
If part-time farming is to succeed and be extended in
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Iowa, it must furnish greater security, higher planes of 
living and more opportunities for self-expression and social 
development. Though conditions vary widely, it has been 
shown that part-time farming can meet these fundamental 
needs rather effectively.
Part-time farming contributes to greater security 
through home ownership which may be further encouraged 
by -adequate financing. Agricultural production also con­
tributes to security, often standing as the last barrier be­
tween the part-time farmer and the necessity for relief 
when unemployment threatens. Before this point is reached 
the part-time farmer is more secure because he is in a better 
position to take advantage of employment offered either in 
business and industiy or in agriculture. In either case he 
can still secure an additional income from agricultural and 
other production for home use. The variety of sources from 
which the part-time farm family may secure income is its 
chief protection.
Satisfactory income is necessary for economic security 
and for consumption on an adequate plane. Such an income 
is more frequently obtained by gainful employment outside 
the home. The part-time farmer should be reasonably sure 
of at least 150 days employment yearly, or he must have a 
farm large enough to be the major source of income.
Income from part-time farming can be increased in 
some cases by specialization but much more frequently by 
producing a greater variety of products for home consump­
tion. Part-time farmers must farm in a more business-like 
manner, since it is quite obvious that increased production 
alone will not save them if. farming is poorly done. Part- 
time farmers should have previous experience in gardening 
or farming and must have the necessary enthusiasm and de­
termination to do the job well. Educational agencies must 
make their services available, and part-time farmers must 
use such services if their farm work is to be turned into 
farm income for better living. The virtues of work are not 
enough unless income is increased thereby. Adequate finan­
cial assistance is also needed here so that the part-time 
farmers, many of whom purchase their farm on contract,
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may have the operating capital to purchase necessary sup­
plies, farm equipment and livestock.
Part-time farm owners have an important source of 
income in the improvements they make upon their property. 
Here again financial assistance is frequently needed to pre­
vent the use of sub-standard materials which destroys the 
value and effectiveness of such improvements.
Home arts and crafts are not emphasized by part-time 
farmers. Some families who already specialize in making 
such articles as rugs, furniture or various kinds of fancy- 
work for home use could add to the family income by 
producing similar articles for sale.
Part-time farmers need to be well supplied with the 
services of community institutions such as school and 
church. These and other services, such as running water, 
electric light, fire protection, library and shopping service 
are most adequate if secured from the nearby city. Some­
times an elementary school is needed and should be built 
locally.. Though none of the part-time farming areas is 
organized at present, frequently the part-time farmers are 
sufficiently numerous to use a common local meeting place 
such as a neighborhood hall. A local program of recreation­
al, educational and social activities would offer greater op­
portunity for self-expression especially needed by part-time 
farm families. The neighborhood hall would furnish the 
meeting-place for such a program and become a center 
around which satisfactory local organization could be 
developed.
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